The Valley begins its future...
Measure A Passes—Thank You Homestead Voters

by Al Wuthnow, President, HVCA
On August 25th, community members of Homestead Valley passed Measure A, an effort to provide a consistent level of funding for our Land Trust and Community Association.  This represents a clear mandate and commitment to protecting and preserving this wonderful place, Homestead Valley.  Thank you to all who voted to help keep our open space and our community center safe and strong.
The victory is the result of many volunteers who have worked for over two years to gain the support of the county, the approval of our Supervisor Steve Kinsey and the Board of Supervisors, and the members of the community at large.  A special thank you goes to Greg Lehman, chair, and the Measure A committee for the years of work to bring this measure forward.  Dawn Shalhoup did a wonderful job communicating information on the measure to the community, not to mention the beautiful artwork she obtained for the posters and mailings.  All the members of the committee put in countless hours.  What a wonderful legacy to leave to the future residents of Homestead Valley.
Of the 1704 registered voters with our County Service Area #14, a total of 796 votes were cast, an impressive 46.7 percent turnout for a summertime ballot.  The measure received nearly 70% of the votes cast.  The assessment will appear in 

our next property tax bill at the end of September or early October.  The first 

installment of $62.50 will be due on December 10th, with the second installment being due on April 10th.

The ballot measure language that was approved is as follows:
MEASURE A: To maintain open space, reduce wildland fire hazards, maintain and improve trails and parks, and to renovate and update the Community Center to make it safe and accessible to all within County Service Area #14 – Homestead Valley – shall a special tax in the amount of $125 per year per improved parcel with an annual inflation increase of 2 percent, be levied commencing in fiscal year 2009/2010?
Passage of Measure A is just the beginning of a continuing process.  The CSA #14 Board, the Land Trust Board, the Community Association Board and the County will now be able to put together specific plans and projects to provide more fire safety, improve access and safety at the Center, and complete deferred projects in the Valley.  Become involved.  Your attendance at Board meetings is invited and your input is welcomed.  

Measure A passes…

THREE FOR THREE

By Chuck Oldenburg

1.  36 years ago, our community passed a $600,000 bond issue to fund major investments in open space land, parks and a new community center.  Wow! What an impact.  Quality of life benefited greatly.
2.  16 years ago, our community passed a bond issue to fund major deferred maintenance projects, e.g., a new fence around Three Groves to keep the deer out, a new roof on the community center to keep the water out and removal of  brush and low tree branches in the Pixie Trail open space area to keep the fire out. 
3.  This year, our community passed a parcel tax to fund ongoing maintenance and enhancement of  our public facilities, parks and open space land.  
In 1986, historian Henri Boussy  wrote, “Of all the developments that have become Marin, the one with the greatest sense of community has been Homestead.”

He was right!

