B e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e T e e T e ™ ™ ™ aa™ ™t

ﬂfeac[[mes 3
{‘{ VOLUME 54 ISSUE 7 JULY, 2009 "s"
0 i s s N A A A A A A A AT S S A A A A A A S AL PSS £

Homestead \&\

HVCA Board
Tues., 7/7, 7:30 pm

Land Trust Board
Tues., 7/14, 7:30 pm

CERT Committee
Tues., 7/21, 7:00 pm

Sanitary Board
Tues., 7/28, 7:30 pm

Tam Des Rvw Bd
1st/3rd Wed.,7:00pm
Log Cabin, Tam Vly

A. A. Meeting
Saturdays, 10:00am

N. A. Meeting
Thursdays, 6:30 pm

Qi Gong
Mind & Movement
Tuesdays, 10:00 am

Wisdom Healing
Thursdays, 10:00 am

Needlework Group
Fri., 1:30-3:30 pm

Puppy Training
Gentle Touch Classes
Thurs., 6:30 & 7:30

Blue Bear Music
Fri., 4:00-5:00 pm

T’ai Chi Chuan
Mon., 6:00-7:00 pm

Music For Life
Pre-School Classes
Wed/Fri., 3:30-4:30 pm
Demo Class 7/15
Classes Begin 7/29

Homestead Valley’s Own to Headline
Music Festival & Picnic at “The Meadow”
Sunday September 6th

It’s going to be a great year to celebrate our community at this year’s Homestead
Valley Music Festival. Headliners will include Homestead Valley resident,
Shana Morrison, a superb singer/songwriter with an eclectic musical style and
wide-ranging voice (and daughter of the critically acclaimed singer/songwriter
Van Morrison.). As well, Don Forbes and Reckless, a Novato based rock/country
band, featuring HVCA'’s own Les Lizama on bass and vocals will perform.

Rounding out the list of entertainers will be Baguette Quartette, a group of Bay
Area world-class musicians that play music heard in Paris cafes, dance halls and
on street corners between 1920 and 1940, Tin Cup Serenade, a great San Fran-
cisco swing band that draws from elements as diverse as Ragtime, New Orleans
jazz, Mariachi, Calypso and Mento, and Western Swing. Third Rock, the band
formerly known as “Chasing Maya,” whose members are all local students aged 9
to 12 will kick off the festivities. Festival hours are 11:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

The Music Festival is free to the community thanks to the contributions of many
volunteers and generous donations from the community. A Silent Auction in sup-
port of the festival is being held the day of the festival Community members are
being asked for donations of auction items such as sports tickets, lessons (swim,
piano, violin, etc.), vacation homes (a week or so), wine, trips (sailing on the bay,

(see “Music Festival” on Page 8)

Get Ready for the 4th of July!

Homestead Valley Community Association will reprise its annual July 4th
Independence Day Parade & Picnic at Stolte Grove on Saturday, July 4,
2007! Come join us for fun and food to start the Holiday!

The fun begins with our Kiddie Parade up LaVerne Ave. to Stolte Grove. Kids
of all ages are welcome to decorate their tricycles, bicycles, ponies, classic cars, or
any other mode of transportation and meet at VVolunteer Park (corner of Melrose &
Evergreen) at 10:30 a.m. to follow the fire truck up to Stolte Grove. Prizes will be
awarded for costumes and decorations. The parade leaves at 11:00 a.m.

We’ll be cooking up a great All-American barbecue lunch including hot dogs and
watermelon (with thanks to Whole Foods Market for their support), so bring a lit-
tle cash, and we’ll feature the comedy, magic and balloon animals of “Boswick
The Clown”. See you on the 4th!

Deadline for the August Headlines: July 15, 2009
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Images of Early Homestead Valley
By Chuck Oldenburg

Marriages In Three Groves

In 1904, Lillian Ferguson named her house and garden, a three-acre estate at
the end of Montford Ave. “Three Groves.” In 1974, the property was split so
that the house could be privately owned and most of the garden could be
purchased with funds from the 1973 open space bond issue. The owner of
the house, Mrs. Dorothy Noble, recently widowed and remarried, had moved
to her husband s home in San Francisco. The house was rented until 1979

2 when she sold it to a nephew of her husband.

B Two couples rented the house at Three Groves

§ from 1974 to 1979. The men were sound engi-
neers for Hot Tuna, an outgrowth of Jefferson
Airplane and Jefferson Starship. In June, 1975, a
wedding ceremony was held in Three Groves.
A The groom was Pete Sears, British-born pianist
« and bassist of Jefferson Starship. The bride was
¥ Jeanette Dilger of Mill Valley. It was an abso-
4 lutely gorgeous day. Guests were ferried to
Three Groves from the Tam High parking lot in
a Rolls Royce. Some wore formal attire com-
plete with top hat. Rock stars were well repre-
" sented including Grace Slick, Paul Kantner,

~ John Barbata, Marty Balin and David Freiberg.

The San Francisco Chronicle reported: “Rock Stars Unplugged. The big-
gest rock wedding in ages—the biggest ever within the ensemble of Jeffer-
son Starship, nee Airplane—sounded through the Mill Valley wildwood yes-
terday. And what sound did it sound? Man, would you believe Haydn’s
Lark Quartet, and Mozart’s Hunt Quartet and his Dissonant Quartet. With
the non-electric Homestead Valley Quartet on catguts? Meantime, through
the neighboring redwood grove [Stolte Grove] came the faint sing-song of
rondelets from a competing party thrown by the Homestead Valley

PTA.” [Amplified sound is prohibited in Three Groves and Stolte Grove.]

This was the first of many wedding ceremonies in Three Groves—often half
a dozen each summer. An altar and folding chairs would be set up on the
large south lawn. Musicians performed on an adjacent lawn. Sometimes a
reception followed on the north lawn. More often, the reception was held in
Stolte Grove where the stage was used for entertainers and dancing.

By 1990, nearby redwood trees had grown so tall that the sun did not shine
on the south lawn in Three Groves. Grass could not survive. A restoration
attempt was unsuccessful. Wedding ceremonies were henceforth not permit-
ted—the south lawn is now covered with wood chips. It is unlikely that
Three Groves will ever see a wedding like the first one.

Chuck’s articles are posted on www.millvalleyhistoricalsociety.org. You can easily
get there by Googling Chuck Oldenburg. Photos are clearer on line than in print.

Homestead
Valley
Contact Info.

Community Center
Main Office
Les Lizama,

Executive Director

(415) 388-0137

les@homesteadvalley.org

Pool / Camp Desk
David Ross
(415) 388-0128

david@homesteadvalley.org

HVCA Fax Number
(415) 388-0150

HVCA Board Pres.
Al Wuthnow

(415) 381-4200
symba@prodigy.net

HVCA Bd. Vice Pres.
Bob Carreras
(415) 388-6951

robert_carreras@yahoo.com

Land Trust
Philip Moyer
(415) 383-5874
philipam@sbcglobal.net

Sanitary District
Tom Roberts
(415) 388-4796

tomroberts7@aol.com

Stolte Grove
Sheila Neilsen
(415) 388-2162

E-Mail
Center & Headlines
info@homesteadvalley.org

HVCA Web Site

www.homesteadvalley.org
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4th of July
Parade & Picnic

An Annual Homestead Valley Celebration
THE PARADE

To participate in Homestead Valley’s 4th of July Parade:
Meet at Volunteer Park (corner of Melrose & Evergreen) at 10:30 a.m.
Decorate your bikes, pets and wear a costume or a mask!
The parade leaves at 11:00 a.m. and marches up LaVerne to Stolte Grove.

THE PICNIC WHGLE

Sponsored by Whole Foods Market.
The HVCA will be serving lunch for $5 a plate.
Includes hot dog or sausage, corn on the cob, chips, watermelon and soda.
Beer & wine will be available.

“Boswick the Clown”’

The HVCA is pleased to present this blend of comedy, magic and
balloons! Boswick will begin his show for all ages at 12:15.
Stick around for balloon animals after the show.

Please WALK to Stolte Grove even if you do not join the parade.
There is virtually No Parking in the area!!

The 4th of July Parade and Picnic are coming up soon. We need a lot of help to make this day
a success, so if you have time and would like to volunteer, please call 388-0137. We will need
assistance in all areas, including drinks, food, parade organization, judging,
even shucking corn before the event!
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“Future Of The Valley”

ANSWERS TO YOUR QUESTIONS ABOUT PROP. A

The following was submitted to the Headlines by the Parcel Assessment Study Committee in response to questions
submitted regarding the proposed parcel assessment—Editor.

Our Homestead Community meeting March 21st was an opportunity for the Homestead Valley Community
Association and the Land Trust Boards to present the need for a modest parcel assessment to be placed on
the August 25th ballot, Proposition A.  Residents were requested to submit questions regarding the pro-
posed parcel assessment. It is the intention of the Boards and the volunteer committee to ensure residents
are well informed, therefore, we are printing the answers to all questions received. Additional questions are
welcome and should be directed to Helen Beck via email at helenbeck@earthlink.net. For more detailed
information regarding the Future of the Valley proposal, visit www.homesteadvalley.org and click on the
“Future of The Valley” heading on the right hand side of the page.

Homestead Valley Community Association questions:

Q: Why are you proposing a parcel assessment? This is the first time | heard of it

A: On a basic level, the main priorities of the proposed $125 annual assessment are first and foremost
safety (fire safety and safety of our facilities), accessibility, and maintenance of the open spaces and
aging facilities. The Homestead Valley Community Association and Land Trust Boards are working
diligently to ensure all residents are informed. The Homestead Headlines, which is mailed to all
residents, has had information regarding the assessment in virtually every issue since December,
2008, which announced the Annual Community meeting held January 24th. Another Community
meeting, held March 21st, was also announced in the Marin 1.J. and the M.V. Herald, providing fur-
ther information for discussion.

The April Headlines reported on "The Future of the Valley" plan and additional details were pro-
vided in the June Headlines. More information will be available to Homestead residents via the
Headlines and community meetings leading up to the August Mail-In ballot.

Q: I don’t really use the Community Center. Why should | have to pay for its upkeep and the commu-
nity activities? Why should the many pay for the few?
A: It’s understandable that one wouldn’t want to pay for something not being used. However, it’s im-

portant to know that this assessment would cover much more than just the community center. Funds
raised would also support the Land Trust, allowing ongoing clearing of open spaces and trails for
fire prevention (which is currently a significant risk in areas of Homestead Valley). Further, the
Land Trust supports individual residents through chipper days and broader topographical mainte-
nance that protects private homes as well.

Lastly, the Community Center is utilized by a surprising number of individuals in Homestead Val-
ley. In addition to the many families who take advantage of the pool and surrounding areas, there
are numerous groups, professionals and non-profits that use the facility for meetings and events —
not to mention the fact that it’s our voting headquarters. Homestead Valley is rich with opportunities
to connect with neighbors through the community center and like a thriving city, our valley is just as
vibrant, but needs monetary support to continue positive growth. It’s also part of what makes our
real estate more valuable than other areas.

Q: I own two parcels of land in Homestead Valley. Would | be assessed for both parcels?

A: Only parcels with homes on them will be assessed.
Continued on next page
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I rent my home. Can | still vote for the assessment?

Yes, everyone registered to vote in Homestead will receive a ballot and is encouraged to vote for
Proposition A in August.

Has a bond issue, as an alternative to an assessment, been considered?

A bond issue was considered, but it requires a large amount of administrative fees which reduce the
funds available for our projects. Therefore, it’s an inefficient use of voter’s money. The nominal
parcel assessment, which won’t be realized until 2010, will provide long-term support and allow for
ongoing maintenance.

What will be done with all the money on an annual basis? Is there an overly-ambitious plan to re-
model the community center?

The 10-year budget shows that more money is necessary (merely to keep the center going) without
spending anything  on the necessary safety improvements. The current combined income of the
HVCA and Land Trust Boards does not meet the maintenance and safety needs of the community.
We do not pay Mill Valley taxes, so our annual assessment is lower than other Mill Valley resi
dents. This makes our neighborhood very desirable, but we still need to pay a slight increase in our
tax to maintain the benefits we all appreciate. A full disclosure of necessary upgrades, improve
ments and plans for the community center and Land Trust is available on the website at
www.homesteadvalley.org.

LAND TRUST questions:

Q:
A:

Will the fire safety work being done by the Land Trust Board help me with my fire insurance?

Proceeds would be used by HVLT to further mitigate fire danger in the 90 acres of open space
throughout Homestead Valley, an effort which is severely limited under current funding. Proceeds
would assist HVLT, in consultation with the Southern Marin Fire Department, in establishing criti-
cal fire fuel breaks and ladder fuel reductions.

Homestead Valley is currently considered a critical wildfire zone and as a result, some residents
have lost their fire insurance. The fire breaks and other brush clearing will improve the safety of
homes in our area. In addition, the CERT committee of the HVCA can help individuals assess their
defensible space and further conversations/support around fire insurance is also available.

| read that the State government wants to keep tax money sent by the counties. Will our special
funds become unavailable if this occurs for Marin County?

No, these funds are especially reserved for Homestead residents and they will be collected only for
our stated purpose: Fire protection and upkeep of the Community Center

Proposition A includes a 2% yearly inflation increase. | can understand that services and materials
cost more each year but how will I know how the money is spent after the first few years?

The Community Center and Land Trust Boards have submitted budgets for the next 10 years to the
County and to Homestead Valley residents for approval. It will be necessary to save some of the
taxes collected over a few years to pay for large projects. It will take years to accomplish the goals
of Proposition A. In addition, vegetation management and maintenance of trails and parks are an
ongoing process. You can review the progress of community projects at any time by contacting the
Board presidents and attending the Community and Land Trust Board meetings. County representa-
tives will be working with us and will continue to monitor the use of funds collected by the assess-
ment.
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Land Trust News...
B4,

Successful Chipper Day (With A Little Excitement!) %?‘ﬁ $

By Helen Beck (
X3 TG M

Homestead residents responded to our first Chipper Day this year with a great deal of brush to be chipped.
Acacia and Bay trees were noticeable by the good smell they produced when chipped. Many thanks to
Scott Aviakeote of Davey Tree Service for his generous donation of the chipping service to the Land
Trust. His crew, Juan Salido and Paulino Hernandez, were highly efficient as they chipped and dumped
three big truck loads of chips at the horse ring above Pixie Trail. They even kept their cool when their truck
got stuck in what seemed to be a quicksand of chips there. Unfortunately, they had to call a tow truck to
get them out so they could complete their work. Phillip Moyer and Andy Zink were there to witness this
problem and figure out an alternate dump site. We all wondered why they were gone from the Center so
long. The Chipper Day organizers also thank the residents for their donations which helped to defray other
costs.

Land Trust Board members Phillip Moyer, Merry Kindred, Curt Oldenburg, Margaret Harding, Brian
Spring, and Andy Zink, plus CERT Committee members Bob Hunn and Helen Beck assisted the process
over the collection day and the chipping day, June 15th. Part of the assignment was to see that the Old Mill
School children and their parents were parked safely at the Marin Horizon School yard. Thanks to Roz
Hamar for making this available.

Special thanks to HVCA Staff Les Lizama for his support, including cool drinks, which assured that multi-
ple uses of the Community Center went well that day. A Chipper Day will be planned for this Fall, proba-
bly late October, so keep clearing up those shrubs. The Land Trust Board will be able to plan regular chip-
per days if the Parcel Assessment, Proposition A, is passed in the August 25th election. Half of the assess-
ment will be collected by the County in December 2010 and half in April 2012. Be sure to VOTE YES on
your Mail-In Ballot. You will receive it late in July.

.Please mail ::ompleted f:)rm and reg.istration fee. to: HVCA / 315 Montflord Ave / M.iII Valley, C.A 94941 ) ) ) ) ) ) j
' 2009 HVCA Camp Tam Registration Form

Last Name: Age:
.First Name: Birthdate: [/ /

Address: City/Zip: e
" Parent’s Name (1): Hm. Phone:

Parent’s Name (2): WK./Cell Ph:
- E-Mail:

Medical Info. qist bee sting/food allergy, asthma, etc):
: Emergency Contact: Emergency Phone:
- Doctor / Hospital: Doctor’s Phone:

Registering for Week(s) [circle]: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
. Option [circle]: Full-Day 1/2-Day AM 1/2-Day PM Pre-Camp 8-9am Post-Camp 4-5pm -
Registration Fee Pd: Deposit $ Balance $ Total $

Please include payment for full amount. Fees may be paid by Cash, Check, or Credit Card (VISA, MC - ID Required)
*We will read and comply with the camp rules:
Signature: Name: Date:
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Homestead Valley Classifieds

%““RXSE PAIN TIng

Over 25 Years Experience
Interior Exterior Residential Commercial
Power Washing & Dry Wall Repair
Lic. # 630254
Scott McAllister

415-388-5131 707-987-9740

Kat Ryan

Real Estate Broker
(415) 381-3000 x259
(415) 271-4994, Cell

Walkiig Wit Grace
o
Dog a°
Walking

3rd Printing Bound Editions of
Chuck Oldenburg’s Hlstory
Articles—On
Sale Now! $15.00.

' MAVERICK BUILDING |

37 year resident contractor needs |

work in Valley to stay near goats.
10% discount for HY residents,

388-7708

$731880

Homestead Valley
Pride!

Show your Homestead
Valley pride with our custom
Forest Green Hooded
Sweatshirts
adult sizes S to XL
$34 each

*hkhkkhkhkhkkhkhkhkkhhkhkihkhkkiik

Homestead Valley
Stickers!

Small-$1.00
Large-$2.00

TESTEAD VAT
>

«G

HV

CALIFORNA

* 1 +,-+ ./ *isaninteractive community
website where neighbors can add free ads, news and
photos. Find current Homestead listings and sales in
the Real Estate section. Sponsored by Kat Ryan of
Frank Howard Allen Realtors, 271-4994.

CARRERAS ELECTRIC
Warning Notice!

Stab-Lok and some Zinsco circuit
breaker panels have been deemed
not safe and have been recalled

Risk of fire or injury

High overload failure rate

Call Bob Carreras for a FREE
no obligation inspection

Low Prices, Insured, Lic #749703

Office 388-6951
Cell 717-3251

HVCA Wish List:
1. Digital Projector
2. Large Flat-screen TV
3. Digital Camera
(Still & Video)

HVCA is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit.
Gifts are tax-deductible.

S=
r "1
| |
| |
: Bring this coupon in for 20% :
I off your entire purchase I
| Expires July 15, 2009 |
: (1 coupon per person per day) :
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
[ o

Mon-Sat 11-6
Sun 12-5
320 Miller Ave—389-9090

“Keeping Music In Mill Valley”

Mill Valley
20 Years as .
Homestead
Valley
Specialist REfLToRs

Residential plumbing repairs and
small installations. Toilets, faucets, and garbage
disposers carried in stock. Many excellent local
references. Lic #287544. Stanley Searles, 388-8260.

appreciate my work in the garden. | do maintenance
gardening, weeding, and yard clean-up. Tree & shrub
pruning. Garden and irrigation system design, installation
and repair. Fences, non-toxic pest management, and
handyman jobs. Gutters cleaned. Call Steve at 389-0345.

Winter rains will be here before
long. Have your roof gutters and downspouts cleaned.
Steve, 389-0345.

Retired JPL/INASA/ Boeing engineer, MS
in Mathematics. Junior high through college-age. David
Hilt, cell 415-342-5030, hm 415-380-8775. 300 Ridge-
wood Ave., dehiltl3@yahoo.com

% |

Licensed Contractor—State Lic. #562860
James Bicknell (415) 461-5822

$ Live in Homestead—Raised in
Homestead. Caring. Professional.
Kim Strub, Frank Howard Allen Realtors (415) 218-4255

% New water heater/copper
piping, drain cleaning, all remodeling repairs. Installation
of toilets, faucets & garbage disposals.. References.
Miquel Dominguez (415) 990-2008 Lic. # 895436

i .
Our design/build studio can enhance the beauty and
efficiency of your home or business. Call today for a
consultation. (415) 388-9436 and visit our website at
www.changinteriors.com. Gen. Contractor # 790224.

% " ( Re-upholster your favorite
sofa with quality designer fabrics. Take advantage of
both our expertise and discounts on materials, window
treatments & more. Call today! (415) 388-9436 and visit
our website at www.changinteriors.com.

)  CACertfied General Electri-
cian—7 yrs exp in high end and light commercial. Detail
oriented, clean, affordable John Mason (415) 381.0211

- Experienced in all aspects of
remodeling: doors, windows, decks, electrical, plumbing
and tiling—no job too small—reasonable rates.
Christian Ostergaard 297-0072 / 381-1831

ADVERTISING RATES:
(Per monthly issue)
$45 FOR A DOUBLE BOX AD
$25 FOR A LARGE BOX AD
$6 FOR A SMALL 3 LINE AD
($1.50 for each additional line)

CALL 388-0137
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Music Festival (from Page 1)...

plane/helicopter rides, etc), dinners, anything that
you might find enticing at such an event. Last year
we were blessed to receive a donation of a bath-
room remodel from Harte Construction and Design
and 10 hours of architectural design from Sharon
Portnoy that, combined, raised close to $5,000. Our
goal this year is to again raise $3-5,000 to help off-
set the festival costs and add to our coffers for com-
munity upgrades and programs. (The festival is part
of the Homestead Valley Community Association
and as such is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization).

As always, we are in need of volunteer assistance to
help out with set up, food prep and service, security,
face painting and crafts, clean up and a whole host
of other related activities. Festival hours are are
from 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. and volunteers will be
asked to work a minimum of 2 hours, but heck, you
can go start to finish if you’re up to it! All ages are
welcome to participate. There will be a Music Fes-

On the Calendar...

4th of July Parade and Picnic
Saturday, July 4,

Parade line-up starts at 10:30 a.m.
Parade begins at 11:00 a.m.
Picnic at 12:00 Noon

Next “Homestead Walkabout”

Saturday, July 25, 9:00 a.m.

Get acquainted with Homestead Valley's wonderful hik-
ing trails, get some exercise, and meet some of your
Homestead neighbors. Dr. Jerry Freedman leads this

1 1/2 to 2 hour leisurely paced walk. Dogs and children
are welcome. Call Jerry at 383-1270 for details and
meeting place.

Homestead Valley Music Festival

Sunday, September 6, 11:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m.,
Featuring Shana Morrison, Don Forbes & Reckless,
Baquette Quartet, Tin Cup Serenade and Third Rock.

tival Committee/VVolunteer meeting/potluck Wednesday July 15 @ 6:30 p.m. at the Community Center.
Please email bioonlinebob@yahoo.com or call 415-812-7543 to speak to him directly to sign up for either
volunteer staff or to donate auction items. Thanks in advance for your kind consideration and support...
For more information on the festival, visit us at www.homesteadfest.org.
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