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CALENDA

R 
 
 

Parents Night Out 
   Fri 4/5, 6:30 p.m. 
 

HVCA Board 
 Thurs 4/11, 7:30p.m. 
 

Land Trust Board 
   Tue 4/9, 7:30p.m. 
 

Pool Opening 
Party 
   Sat 4/20, 12:00 p.m. 
 

Sanitary Board  
   Tue 4/23, 7:30p.m.  
 
 
 

 ———————————————————— 

         
             

Dance Classes 
   Wed, 7 & 8 p.m. 
   Thur, 7 & 8 p.m. 
 

Wing Chun Kung-Fu  
    Mon, 7:00 p.m.        
             

Needlecraft Group 
   Fri, 1:30 p.m. 
 

Deadline for the May Headlines:   Monday, April 15th, 2002 

Pool News 

 Sun Mon Tues Wed Thur Fri Sat 

12 - 1 lap  lap lap lap lap lap 

1 - 2 open      open 

2 - 3 open      open 

3 - 4 open      open 

4 - 5 open  open open open open open 

5 - 6 open  open open open open open 

6 - 7 lap  lap lap lap opem  

Pool Opening Day BBQ Party  On Saturday, April 20th, 12:00 p.m.  (See page 3)  
 
Membership  Swim all summer for one low price!   
 

Pool members do not pay a 
gate fee.  They enjoy 
preference on busy days as 
well as discounts on lessons 
and rentals.   
 

Early Bird Special:  Deduct 
15% if you register and pay by April 20. 
Gate Fees:  Homestead residents pay $5-adults / $4-kids and seniors to swim. 
 
Swim Lessons: We offer swim lessons for all ages (including adults) and skill 
levels.  We have private and group lessons as well as a non-competitive swim team. 
 
Pool Rentals:  Rent Homestead Valley Pool for a fun swimming party.  Rentals 
start at $90.  Sign up as early as possible to ensure availability. 
 
Pool Phone Number:  Call us at (415) 388-0128 for memberships, lessons, and 
rentals. 
Pool Hours:  The following pool hours are effective from April 20th to May 27th: 

        Homestead Residents          Non-Residents 
Senior (60+) $120  $170 
Individual $170  $210 
*2 Person $220  $290 
*Family  $250  $330 
*All persons must live in the same household 
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Homestead 

Valley 

Community 

Association 

 
Homestead 
Valley’s 
Center & 
Pool’s  
Contact List: 
 

Community  
Center’s Main 
Office /Center 
Director’s Telephone 
Number:  
(415) 388-0137 
  

Pool Office Phone: 
(415) 388-0128 
 

Fax:  
(415) 388-0150 
 

Hotline: (Center/
Events News 
Updates):  
(415) 388-9916 
 
Email: 
hvca@earthlink.net 
 
**************** 

Sanitary District 
(415) 388-4796 
 

Stolte Grove 
(415) 388-2162 
 

      On a Saturday morning in mid 
February, with a storm threatening, a 
crew from the land trust board (Phil 
Moyer, Liz Bolton, Maverick, Jeff 
Gilliam, Curt Oldenburg, Peter 
Houston and myself) met at Stolte 
Grove. Armed with lopper clippers, 
we headed up the steps at the end of 
Tamalpais Drive to do a trail walk. 
Our aim was to try to make a 
continuous loop of the valley's trails 
on the west side, decide where to put 
new markers and survey the 
conditions after all this rain. 
     We made our turn after the last 
house at the top of the steps and 
plunged into a tangle of undergrowth 
that could have used a machete. 
Once through that patch, we found 
most of the trails in decent shape but 
many of our signs were missing. I 
have been hiking around the area for 
almost 30 years and I did not know 
about some of these walks even with 
the maps, so there will soon be 
signage to help others.  
     Along the way we cut ivy hanging 
off trees, moved branches and noted 
the pervasive poison oak popping up 
everywhere along with the beautiful 
wildflowers. Whenever we hit a 
sunny spot, I spread poppy seeds. 

Two-and-a-half hours later, we 
emerged on Reed Street and walked 
down a driveway where we have an 
easement. 
     We are meeting again on 
Saturday morning to rewalk the trail, 
starting this time on Reed and 
marking where we will place what 
we hope wil be permanent signs.  
There were places up in the trees that 
were so beautiful and remote, we 
urge you to get out and discover 
them. If anyone has a suggestion or 
would like to help us in this 
endeavor, please feel free to attend 
one of our meetings, which take 
place on the second Tuesday of each 
month in the Community Center.  
     I mentioned those huge brush 
piles that sit on the hills around us in 
previous articles. They are scheduled 
to be burned by the fire department 
sometime this spring. There is no 
date as yet, but do not  be alarmed if 
you see smoke rising from them one 
day  soonsoon. 

What’s On At the Community Center:What’s On At the Community Center:What’s On At the Community Center:What’s On At the Community Center:        
Dance Classes  Stephanie Moore  
teaches Salsa and Swing classes on both 
Wednesday and Thursday nights.  
Classes are available for experienced 
dancers as well as newcomers.  Both 
couples and singles are welcome.  To 
register, call 389-1899.  
 
Needlecraft Group    This group meets  
Friday afternoons, 1:30 - 3:30 p.m., to 
work on quilting, knitting, and other 
needlework.    Newcomers are 
welcome.  Call Renee at 383-3661. 
 

Parents Night Out  This fun program, 
led by local music teacher Jesse 
Kincaid, is structured for 4-9 year olds.  
The program runs from 6:30 - 9:30 p.m. 
on Friday, April 5.  Children participate 
in outdoor and indoor activities.  They 
are served pizza and juice.  Space is 
limited, so please register in advance.  
Call 388-0137 to sign up. 
 
Wing Chun Kung-Fu  Sifu Derek 
Kolchak is teaching Wing Chun on 
Mondays from 7 - 9 p.m.  Call 383-
7795. 

Report from the Land Trust 
Article by Sandy Waks  

 
PREPARE FOR EMERGENCY: 
CERT CLASSES: still open. Five 
Tuesday nights beginning June 
4. Call 389-4138 for info. 
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Homestead Valley Pool 
Opening Day BBQ 

 

315 Montford Avenue, 
Mill Valley, CA 94941 
Tel: (415) 388-0128 

 

Saturday, April 20 
 

12 noon  - 3:00 pm 
 

Bring Friends . . . No Gate Fee All Day 
 

$3 for a Hot Dog, Chips, & a Drink !! 
 

Homestead Headlines 
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EARTHQUAKE DIARY by Chuck Oldenburg 
 
Alexander Eells, born in 1862, was a lawyer who lived in 
San Francisco with his wife Caroline and their two 
daughters. In 1904 and 1905 he bought about 8 acres 
between LaVerne and Montford east of Three Groves, and 
had a house built there. He went to the property almost 
every weekend and kept a diary detailing his farm 
development activities. Here is what he wrote ninety-six 
years ago, after the earthquake of April 18, 1906:  
 
Millwood, Friday, May 4, 1906 [Millwood was the train 
station on Miller]:  
 
The most severe earthquake I ever felt occurred on the 
morning of April 18th (Wed) at about 5:15. It of course 
alarmed us all, especially as it shook off the tops of both 
chimneys, making a frightful noise. After breakfast, I went 
on my usual course downtown and was astonished to see 
the damage done.   
     When I got to the City Hall and found the dome tower 
and all the south front in ruins, I was astounded.  When I 
reached 6th and Market, a cordon of Federal Cavalry 
stopped the crowds of people on the streets and I turned 
homeward.   
 Arriving home I found water stopped. Got some 
siphons of Shasta water and laid in stock of groceries and 
provisions. Then came the terrible fire for nearly 3 days.  
On Sat. a.m. after much search I found an automobile 
which took us to the ferry and we came over here.   
 
Sunday, May 27: 
 
I put in time from Sat. April 21st to Wednesday, April 25 in 
working around the house and garden here.  I had no 
desire to get back to the city and couldn’t have done so if I 
had wished to, as I had no permit and the Federal troops 
would not allow anyone to go to S.F without a permit signed 
by General Funston.   
 Some three weeks after the fire we had our vaults 
broken open at the law office but found nothing but fine 
ashes and scraps of tin. Some 30 to 40 wills of mine are 
gone besides numbers of other valuable papers. I rented 
my house for two years to B. Gakata, Japanese, for $65 
per month. Haven’t succeeded in getting the chimneys 
fixed yet, however. 
 Three weeks ago we got Heckman to come and 
build an addition to the house on the East end for a kitchen, 
and we use the former kitchen for a living room. 
 
 Alexander Eells commuted to his law office on 
weekdays, and worked on the farm on weekends. A third 
daughter was born there on July 29, 1906. 

Homestead Valley Homestead Valley Homestead Valley Homestead Valley     
                HistoryHistoryHistoryHistory    

Hello, I’m Patrick! 
Who is that, I hear you say? I am the new 
Center Director here at Homestead Valley 
Community Center and Swimming Pool. How 
lucky I am to work and live here. As I look out 
my office window as I write this, I think what 
beauty and peace there is here at Homestead 
Valley. Not much peace in the office right now 
though as we gear up for our big Pool 
Opening Day on Saturday, April 20, at 12 
noon. Something tells me that this year’s pool 
party will be really special. We are working 
hard, getting the place ready for that 
wonderful day! 
Looking around me, not only do I see a 
fantastic swimming pool but also a great hall 
for rent should you need the space. We are 
currently making improvements to the hall and 
soon we should have new curtains up and 
some nice new paint to boot! My wife and I 
also put down some lovely carpet in the 
playroom that was kindly donated. It looks 
great, thank you. I am very excited about my 
idea to rent out Croquet and Bocce Ball sets 
over the summer in the meadow. We’ll have 
new picnic tables and chairs arriving soon, so 

 
ERRATA   
 
The January Homestead Valley History article about 
the 1963 fire in Brown's Hall indicated that Candlelight 
Concerts were moved to other venues. This is not 
correct. Brown's Hall actually reopened with a 
champagne party in November 1963, and the first 
concert of the season was held there in December. 
Regards, Chuck Oldenburg 

DROP & DAB: An idea I had  (the one brain cell on life 
support sometimes has these ideas at three in the  morning 
while most sane people sleep!) is that there are a lot of little 
jobs to be done here at the Center and Swimming Pool. For 
instance, I would love to see those bulletin boards outside 
the Community Centres’ driveway here and the one by the 
school next to us, varnished and the inside replaced with 
new material, but I just can’t find the time to get around to 
it. So if you are bored (ha! unlikely says you) and you drop 
down, we’ll put you to work! No pay but there is coffee and 
cookies to be had afterwards. Just call the office on (415) 
388-0137 for more details.                                                                         
-Patrick McDonnell, Center Director 
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Homestead Valley Classifieds 

Mill Valley 
Chiropracti
c  
Center 
 
 
Dr. Patrick M.  
     Sitzmann 
Palmer Graduate 
 
 
 
 
 
25 Evergreen Ave. 
Mill Valley, 
California  94941 
 

 
BICKNELL CONSTRUCTION 

 

Foundation to Finish 
 

James E. Bicknell 
 
 

Lic. #562860     (415) 388-

Swing and Ballroom Class 
Stephanie Moore Dance Studio 

4 week Sessions at Homestead Center 
Wednesday: Swing@ 7/Ballroom@8 

Thursday: wing @ 7/ Salsa @8 
Couples and Singles Welcome, prereg 

only 
Because life is too short to sit out! 

www.guidingstar.com      

 
RICHARD RYSTROM 

Tax Preparation 
 

415-332-5877 

GARDEN DESIGN & LANDSCAPING Rock gardens, 
perennial and Japanese-style gardens. Also drought and 
deer resistant plantings. Drip systems evaluated. 
Homestead resident. Philip Moyer, 383-5874. 
TEENAGER LOOKING FOR ODDS AND ENDS JOBS  
Homestead Valley 15-year old boy seeking work on 
Sundays or weekends babysitting or doing other odd jobs.  
Please call Robbie at 389-0250. 
ENERGY BALANCING BODY WORK & INTUITIVE 
CONSULTATIONS Release the body, calm the mind, and 
nourish the spirit with a relaxing massage in my Mill Valley 
home or yours. I also offer intuitive consultations to read 
and to balance your energy. Jacalyn White 389-0703. 
I LOVE TO CLEAN AND IT SHOWS Experienced, 
Reliable, and Caring cleaning service available.  Excellent 
Homestead Valley references.  Also, pet sitting, plant and 
garden care, while you are on vacation.  Please call 388-
5186. 
DISORGANIZED? Whether it’s your checkbook, your 
closets, or your life in general, let me help you get on 
track.   Efficiency and Clutter Control are my specialties.  
Longtime Homestead Resident.   Nancy Reck: 383-3046. 
FRIENDLY, FAST, FOCUSED, AND FUN ORGANIZING  
Are you possession possessed?  Are you overwhelmed 
by your clutter, paper, and inability to get a handle on all 
of it?  I am a full-time professional organizer who can offer 
you hands-on creative and non-judgmental results-
oriented organizing techniques while having fun in the 
process.  Excellent references and guaranteed results.  
T h e  S i m p l e  O r g a n i z e r  3 8 0 - 9 6 9 7  o r 
www.thesimpleorganizer.com.  Chapter Board Member: 
NAPO (The National Assoc. of Professional Organizers). 
KATHY RYAN  of Frank Howard Allen Realtors  If you 
are planning to sell your home, I can help. As a 
Homestead resident for sixteen years, I know the area.  
Call me for a free appraisal. 381-3000 x259 or 381-8005. 
LOCAL PLUMBER  Residential plumbing repairs and 
small installations. Toilets,  faucets, and garbage 
disposers carried in stock.  Many excellent local 
references.     Lic #287544  Stanley Searles 388-8260. 
THE CHAIR MAN  388-3626 Expert repair of loose or 
broken chairs and stools. Antiques, contemporary. Free 
estimates, pick up and delivery. 
PAUL, THE ANTIQUE MAN  I do quality repair work of 
antiques and old clocks. Many years’ experience, local 
references. Paul Reck 388-1696. 
LIC. HOMESTEAD CONTRACTOR You’ve driven by my 
work at the corner of Reed and LaVerne (600 sq.feet to 
2,000+) Our newest project and home is at 326 Melrose. 
Call and come by to see excellent craftsmanship, at 
honest prices, by your neighbor!  Bicknell Construction 
388-3915 (M.V. Better Business member). 
HOMESTEAD  REMODELING Decks, fences, concrete, 
additions. Foundations bolted. Keenest  prices.  Excellent 
local references.  Lic # 593788.  Call Tom: 383-6122. 
ELVES, FAIRIES, EARTHWORMS, & BUTTERFLIES 
appreciate my work in the garden. I do maintenance 
gardening, weeding, and yard clean-up.  Tree & shrub 
pruning. Garden and irrigation system design, installation 
and repair. Fences, non-toxic pest management, and 
handyman jobs, gutters cleaned.  Call Steve at 389-0345. 
WEB DESIGNERS STEP FOWARD: We here at the 
Homestead Valley Community Center and Swimming Pool 
offer a summer of free entry to our pool in exchange for 
building us a great web site. Interested? Tel: (415) 388-
0137 for more details. 
 

P E G G Y  H O U S E  C L E A N I N G :   
Experienced house cleaner. Reasonable 
rates. Excellent references. 456-9323. 
GRIEF COUNSELOR:  If you are 
experiencing loss and need support, call 
Maryliz at 381-7127. 
FURN. HOME FOR RENT:  in 
Homestead. Avail. btwn May - Dec. 
2B/2.5ba., H2O view, decks, yard, sauna, 
frplc, W/D. N/S, no pets. $3500/month. 
415-381-4021 
LIFEGUARDS  REQUIRED:   Lifeguard 
Supervisor/Lifeguards and /or Swim 
Instructors  April – October.  F/T & P/T. 
Knowledge of pool maintenance helpful. 
Good pay for wonderful small outdoor 
swimming pool summer program.  Also 
receive commission for swim lessons.  Tel: 
(415) 388-0128 or fax resume to: (415) 
388-0150 
HANDY PERSON NEEDED: Work a few 
hours a week/month for a wonderful 
Community Center and Swimming Pool. 
Great setting. Light maintenance work, 
painting and some light lifting. Might suit 
someone in semi-retirement. Tel: (415) 
388-0137 or fax resume to: (415) 388-
0150 
Wanted:  TIM AM & FM radio shows from 
the 70s, 80s.  Will pay to have copies 
made. Ron 383-6216 

 Ward Carleton Williams             
Hardwood Floors 

 (415) 518-8578 HIC# 682242  
Custom Design, Installation, Refurbishing 
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Call for Entries  
                 5th Annual Homestead Art Show  

HVCA Welcomes Two New Board  
Members:  Two new members have joined  
the HVCA Board. Both are longtime  
Homestead  residents. Al Parso brings a  
wealth of knowledge that includes emergency  
and technological skills. Michael Hartnett  
is a physician who grew up in the valley.  
We’re extremely pleased to have them on  
the board. There is still an opening if anyone  
is interested in helping  shape community  
events and policies. Contact Suz Lipman,  
Tel: 383-4248 or Email: sooz@well.com   

  
The 5th Annual Homestead Valley Art Show will be on Sunday, June 2, 1pmThe 5th Annual Homestead Valley Art Show will be on Sunday, June 2, 1pmThe 5th Annual Homestead Valley Art Show will be on Sunday, June 2, 1pmThe 5th Annual Homestead Valley Art Show will be on Sunday, June 2, 1pm----4pm at the 4pm at the 4pm at the 4pm at the 
HVCA Community Center. We are seeking local artists to participate in this event. We are HVCA Community Center. We are seeking local artists to participate in this event. We are HVCA Community Center. We are seeking local artists to participate in this event. We are HVCA Community Center. We are seeking local artists to participate in this event. We are 
open to various media including painting, sculpture, 3open to various media including painting, sculpture, 3open to various media including painting, sculpture, 3open to various media including painting, sculpture, 3----D,  video,  photography and D,  video,  photography and D,  video,  photography and D,  video,  photography and 
literature. We are also seeking high school and emerging artists. Call  us at the literature. We are also seeking high school and emerging artists. Call  us at the literature. We are also seeking high school and emerging artists. Call  us at the literature. We are also seeking high school and emerging artists. Call  us at the 
Community Center on (415) 388Community Center on (415) 388Community Center on (415) 388Community Center on (415) 388----0137 for more information about0137 for more information about0137 for more information about0137 for more information about    

 HVCA Welcomes New Center and Pool Director: 
 
The HVCA welcomes its new Center and Pool 
Director, Patrick McDonnell, who began work in 
March. Patrick possesses many talents which we 
think will serve him well as the Center and Pool 
Director and as a Homestead neighbor. His varied 
background includes theater, film, television, radio 
(and yes, swimming) in Ireland. He was most 
recently the Program Director at the Aldersly 
Retirement Community in San Rafael. Patrick is 
extremely hands-on and friendly. He and his wife 


