
1 Deadline for the September Headlines: August 15, 2010 

 

HVCA Board  
 Tues., 8/3, 7:30 PM 

 

HVLT Board 
No August Meeting 

 

CERT Committee 
Next Meeting Sept. 

 

Sanitary Board  
Tues., 8/24, 7:30 PM 

 

 Tam Des Rvw Bd 
 1st/3rd Wed.,7:00 PM 

Log Cabin, Tam Vly 
 

A. A. Meeting 
 Saturdays, 10:00 AM 

 

N. A. Meeting 
Thursdays, 6:30 PM 

 

Qi Gong 
Mind & Movement  
On Summer Hiatus 

 

Homestead Village 
Walking Group 
Fri., 1:15-3:15 PM 

 

Puppy Training 
Gentle Touch Classes 
Thurs., 6:30 & 7:30 PM 

 

Ali Weiss Music 
Thursdays, 8/5 & 8/12 

 

Blue Bear Music  
Fridays, 4:30 PM 

 

T’ai Chi Chuan 
Mondays, 6:00pm 

 

Group Meditation 
Wednesdays, 6:00pm 

 

Music Together 
Free Demo, Thurs. 8/26 

 

Pre-School Spanish  
On Summer Hiatus 

 

Camp Tam thru 8/27 
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Vinyl Returns to Homestead to Headline this Year’s  
Music Festival, Sunday Sept. 5th in the Meadow 

 

By Bob Westbrook & Ron Shalhoup 
 
We’re very excited to announce the line-up for the 2010 Homestead Valley Music 
Festival to be held once again on the Sunday of Labor Day weekend (September 
5th) from 11:00 am to 5:30 pm in the meadow at the Homestead Valley Community 
Center. 

 

Headlining the festival is Vinyl who will perform a 90-minute power set that 
blends old-school funk, Latin and reggae and is sure to get the crowd groovin’.  
Vinyl’s roots are in Homestead where the band started 14 years ago and have since 
gone on to tour throughout the US including some unforgettable late night sets at 
the Maple Leaf Bar in New Orleans during Jazz Fest. 

 

Our youth band for 2010 is Til Dawn, an a cappella group comprised of Marin 
teens who were featured in the May issue of Marin Magazine.  Til Dawn was re-
cently awarded first place honors at the California State Championship of High School 
A Cappella (NCHSA) where they also won "Best Solo", "Best Showmanship" and 
"Best Vocal Percussion".  They perform both popular music and original songs written 
by group members. 
       Continued (w/ photo) on Page 3 

Homestead Headlines is now all electronic! 
 

Beginning with this issue, the Homestead Headlines is now being published, and de-
livered to you monthly, as always, only we are using the medium of cyberspace to 
bring you all the Homestead news. We are very appreciative of those who have pro-
vided us with an email address, not only for Headlines delivery, but to be in touch with  
other important Homestead events and announcements, as well as emergency response. 
 

However, IF you still wish to receive the Headlines by postal mail, we have be-
gun an “opt-in” mailing list for those who need it. Simply contact us by phone, 
mail, or email, and request first-class postage mailing. There will always be a 
few issues printed and available at the community center for pick-up, AND we will 
also mail a notice annually to assure that any new Homestead residents are aware 
of the newsletter, and can subscribe for free delivery.  
 

To convert to E-Headlines delivery, email info@homesteadvalley.org and pro-
vide your full name, mailing, and email addresse(s). Or, view both the current 
AND archived issues of the Headlines, or modify your account at our web site: 
www.homesteadvalley.org. Click on “Homestead Headlines” on the right side. 



2 

HELEN’S ORAL HISTORY 
CHAPTER 2 

THE FAMILY SETTLES IN 
 

“My mother was the craziest woman about comfort.  And she was pregnant 
on top of that.  And she was supposed to just be quiet and taken care of, the 
way she was when I was coming. But she had to put up with it.  And the 
tales that my father told, and my grandmother and aunts, about this terrible 
little shack, and how they’d pitched tents outside for us to sleep in and, 
thank goodness, it wasn’t the winter, although it hadn’t become summer yet, 
either. And Mill Valley is cold in the spring. 

 

“ Well, they got all kinds of coal-oil lamps and coal-oil stoves and a wood & 
coal stove quickly in.  And then my father went to Mill Valley, and he him-
self chose beautiful redwood panels, that he meant to put in the living room 
of a house he had to build around us.  So, that house, while it was very hand-
some as far as the living room and dining room are concerned, because he 
had had red rock rolled down from the sides and built a great big beautiful 
chimney, and fireplace with a hook in it with a big black pot hanging over it.  
As I say, it was a very charming living room and dining room.  But the 
kitchen had to be built around that little shack.  And then they began putting 
bedrooms on, which didn’t seem to attach themselves in very architecturally 
beautiful ways. 

 

 “So, the house was always a rambling, funny place.   But it was built in no 
time flat, because there were many, many Portuguese living around, who 
had come from the Azores.  And my father hired dozens of them, both to 
make this house a really pleasant place, and a possible place, I should say, 
and start landscaping the flat part of the acreage, so that he could put in 
every kind of tree that ever man has known of, a barn and carriage house.  
We had chickens, ducks, turkeys, and two dappled gray, beautiful horses to 
pull the surrey, which had all this cute little fringe hanging down that you’ve 
seen in the pictures.  And we had an old horse that was the work horse, to 
plow and so on.  And she would pull a little butcher wagon sort of thing that 
my mother, once in a great while, if she couldn’t get the hired man to take 
her in the surrey, would drive to Mill Valley to do a little shopping. 

 

“Then my father bought a Shetland pony for my big sister, and one of those 
darling basket carts he had sent over from England.  The kind you come in at 
the back and sit on the sides, and the driver has to sit sideways, too.  The 
place began to develop very well.  And since there were two streams on it, 
my father put in dams and he had a lake that was beginning to form.  And it 
was my job to go down to the lake and take care of the ducks, get them in 
every night so the skunks wouldn’t bleed them.  And we all grew along very 
well and had a very comfortable and pleasant life.” 
Chuck’s articles are posted on www.millvalleyhistoricalsociety.org. Photos are 
clearer on line than in print.  He can be emailed at chuckoldenburg@gmail.com. 

 
Homestead 

Valley  
Contact Info. 

 

Community Center 
Main Office  
Les Lizama, 

Executive Director 
(415) 388-0137 

les@homesteadvalley.org 
 

Programs Desk 
David Ross 

(415) 388-0128 
david@homesteadvalley.org 

 

 HVCA Fax Number 
(415) 388-0150 

 

HVCA Board Pres. 
Al Wuthnow 

(415) 381-4200 
symba@prodigy.net 

 

HVCA Bd. Vice Pres. 
Bob Carreras 

(415) 388-6951 
robert_carreras@yahoo.com 

 

Land Trust 
Philip Moyer 

(415) 383-5874 
philipam@sbcglobal.net 

 

Sanitary District 
Tom Roberts 

(415) 388-4796 
tomroberts7@aol.com 

 

Stolte Grove 
Sheila Neilsen 

(415) 388-2162 
 

E-Mail  
Center & Headlines 

info@homesteadvalley.org 
 

HVCA Web Site 
www.homesteadvalley.org 

Images of Early Homestead Valley 
By Chuck Oldenburg 

Homestead HeadlinesHomestead HeadlinesHomestead HeadlinesHomestead Headlines    
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Homestead Village Meeting  
at Homestead Community Center 

By Christina Oldenburg 

  

You have been hearing about Homestead Village?   What is it exactly?  

  

Homestead Village is a service organization to help seniors find the services they need to help them stay 
comfortably in their own homes.  Such services might include finding just the right carpenter or plumber, 
finding transportation to doctors’ appointments, finding someone to stay with a spouse while the caregiver 
goes to the grocery store.  

  

The exciting new organization, Marin Village, has announced that it will launch its services in Fall, 
2010.   At that time the website (which is under construction) will go online with its offering of recom-
mended service providers.  Website address is:  www.marinvillage.org 

 

Your membership in Marin Village will automatically make you a member of Homestead Village with 
Marin Village connecting you to social and cultural events, friends, neighbors and trustworthy advice.  You 
may already be considering joining Marin Village/Homestead Village. 

  

The Homestead Valley component (Homestead Village) will host an informational meeting on  Thursday, 
August 19 at the Homestead Valley Community Center, 315 Montford Avenue, 3:00 to 4:30 PM. The ex-
ecutive director of Marin Village, Jo Burnett, will be present to further explain the program and answer 
your questions.  You are cordially invited to attend.   

   

Space is limited.  Please reserve your place by e-mail, david@homesteadvalley.org or by calling Christina 
Oldenburg at 415 388 9315.  

  

We look forward to seeing you there!  Refreshments will be served. 

 

Homestead Music Festival   (Continued from Page 1) 
 
A special treat for this year will be the Nigerian Brothers who bring a positive message and energy in their tradi-
tional West African folk and highlife music that features harmonious voices, African guitar stylings, and hand 
percussion instruments.  The group consists of bandleader Baba 
Ken Okulolo and other renowned African musicians who have 
toured with the likes of King Sunny Ade and Fela Kuti. 

 

Rounding out the fest is Homestead’s own “Maverick” and the 
Jazz Mavericks who launched our new venue in 2007.  The trio 
is back again to open the day performing jazz classics. 

 

Lots of food, beverages and fun will accompany the excellent 
musical offerings including a menu brought to you by Melrose 
Ave resident Scott Dammann, Executive Chef of the Farm 
House Inn Restaurant in Point Reyes and owner of Eastside 
West in San Francisco, Jerry’s Bar in the Meadow, (formerly 
Al’s Bar in the Meadow – we’ll miss you Al), 
‘jumpee” (courtesy of Marin Horizon School), and a cool kids 
craft area rounding out a day for the entire family. 

 

Arrive early and don’t miss out on any of the entertainment.  
Complete details and set times are available  
at  www.homesteadfest.org.  ALSO, we will be holding a Silent Auction  
in support of the festival, and are asking community members for donations of auction items such as sports 
tickets, lessons (swim, piano, violin, etc.), vacation homes (a week or so), wine, trips (sailing on the bay, plane/
helicopter rides, etc), dinners, ANYTHING that you might find enticing at such an event. 

Vinyl 
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Land Trust News 
Fire Safety Reminder 

By Helen Beck 
 
We were pleased to have a rainy Spring but shrubs and trees are drying out and the 
grass is long now.   The Homestead Valley Land Trust Board is working on creating 
fire breaks between Trust land and homes and GGNRA Park lands. 

 

 By cleaning out our rain gutters and cutting dry grass and brush around our houses for a distance of at least 
30 feet, we can make our neighborhoods more fire safe.   For an evaluation of how to create "defensible 
space" around your home, call Cary Gloeckner, Vegetation Management Specialist for the Southern Marin 
Fire Department at 380-1101 or cgloeckner@SMFD.org.  Until Chipper Day in October, Mill Valley Re-
fuse Service will pick up yard waste, bags of grass.  Call 457-9760 for an appointment. 

 
School Facilities Modernization Public Input Meetings  

 
The Mill Valley School District (MVSD) has launched the Facilities Modernization 
Bond Program funded by the proceeds of the November 2009 voter approved "Measure 
C" bond measure.  The first three projects the District seeks public input on are the Edna 
Maguire New Elementary School, and Modernization at Old Mill and Tam Valley Elementary Schools. 
  
A site committee at each of these schools has worked with architects and District staff for the past five (5) 
months to develop designs for each project. This process has also included numerous public input meet-
ings.  The District invites the public to attend the next set of three (3) meetings focused on final Schematic 
Design plans for the new Edna Maguire Elementary School; and Design Development for Tam Valley and 
Old Mill Elementary Schools. Schematic Designs for the latter two schools were approved by the MVSD 
Board of Trustees on June 15, 2010 and can be seen at www.mvschools.org/bond. 
 
Three (3) Public Input Meetings are the community's opportunity to contribute to the design. There will be 
additional public presentations related to the progress of these designs. 
 
August 30, 2010, 6:00 - 7:30 PM 
Edna Maguire New School - Schematic Design Public Input Meeting 
Meeting Location: Edna Maguire Campus Multipurpose Room, 80 Lomita Drive 
 
September 7, 2010, 6:00 - 7:30 PM 
Tam Valley School Modernization - Design Development Public Input Meeting 
Meeting Location: Tam Valley Campus Multipurpose Room, 350 Bell Lane  
  
September 8, 2010, 6:00 - 7:30 PM 
Old Mill School Modernization - Design Development Public Input Meeting 
Meeting Location: Old Mill Campus Gym, 352 Throckmorton Avenue  
  
If you are unable to attend these meetings and would like to submit input, please send your comments to the 
District's Program Manager, Van Pelt Construction Services, attention Pete Norgaard, at 
pete@vpcsonline.com (415) 389-7762.  
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3rd Printing Bound Editions of 
Chuck Oldenburg’s History 
Articles—On Sale Now! 
$15.00. 

 

Homestead Headlines 

Homestead Valley Classifieds 
LOCAL PLUMBER  Residential plumbing repairs and 
small installations. Toilets,  faucets, and garbage 
disposers carried in stock. Many excellent local 
references.  Lic #287544. Stanley Searles, 388-8260. 
searlesplumbing.com 
 
ELVES, FAIRIES, EARTHWORMS, & BUTTERFLIES 
appreciate my work in the garden. I do maintenance 
gardening, weeding, and yard clean-up. Tree & shrub 
pruning. Garden and irrigation system design, installation 
and repair. Fences, non-toxic pest management, and 
handyman jobs. Gutters cleaned. Call Steve at 389-0345. 
 
GUTTERS CLEANED Winter rains will be here before 
long. Have your roof gutters and downspouts cleaned. 
Steve, 389-0345. 
 
MATH TUTOR Retired JPL/NASA/ Boeing engineer, MS 
in Mathematics. Junior high through college-age. David 
Hilt, cell 415-342-5030, hm 415-380-8775. 300 Ridge-
wood Ave., dehilt13@yahoo.com 
 
FOUNDATION TO FINISH—Bicknell Construction 
Licensed Contractor—State Lic. #562860 
James Bicknell  (415) 461-5822 
 
LOCAL REALTOR®  Live in Homestead—Raised in 
Homestead.  Caring. Professional.   
Kim Strub, Frank Howard Allen Realtors (415) 218-4255 
 
DOMINGUEZ PLUMBING  New water heater/copper 
piping, drain cleaning, all remodeling repairs.  Installation 
of toilets, faucets & garbage disposals..  References. 
Miquel Dominguez  (415) 990-2008  Lic. # 895436 
 
ECO-FRIENDLY DESIGN & REMODELING PLANS  
Our design/build studio can enhance the beauty and 
efficiency of your home or business.  30 yrs. experience 
in Marin.  Call for a free consultation. (415) 388-9436 
www.changinteriors.com.  Gen. Contractor # 790224. 
 
HOUSECLEANING  Reliable, hard-working, great local 
references, own car, free estimates, reasonably priced, 
apartments/homes/offices.  Alba Rivas 415-350-3368 
  
MASSAGE & BODYWORK  by Laila Dessle, CMT   
Traditional Thai Massage, Deep Tissue, Swedish,                 
Pre-Natal, Hot stone Have Local Studio in HV.          
Please call for an appointment  415-233-1291 
 

I HATE DIRT! In home services, personal care House-
cleaning.  License # 027625—Insured and Bonded.  
References  Judy Key-Dominguez  415.497.5108 

Homesteadvalley.com is an interactive community 
website where neighbors can add free ads, news and 
photos. Find current Homestead listings and sales in 
the Real Estate section. Sponsored by Kat Ryan of 
Frank Howard Allen Realtors, 271-4994. 

ADVERTISING RATES: 
(Per monthly issue) 

$45 FOR A DOUBLE BOX AD 
$25 FOR A LARGE BOX AD 

$6 FOR A SMALL 3 LINE AD 
($1.50 for each additional line) 

 

CALL 388-0137 

Kat Ryan 
Real Estate Broker 
(415) 381-3000 x259 
(415) 271-4994, Cell 
Mill Valley 

 20 Years as 
Homestead 

Valley 
Specialist 

E-Headlines 
“Green” Delivery  

Receive the  
Homestead Headlines notifications 
via email and view the Headlines as 

each issue is posted at 
www.homestadvalley.org.   

Please contact our office and  
provide your mailing and email  

addresses at 
info@homesteadvalley.org or  

call us at (415) 388-0137 and we’ll 
happily add you to our confidential 

email distribution list. 

 

JAMES P. NEVIN SR.JAMES P. NEVIN SR.JAMES P. NEVIN SR.JAMES P. NEVIN SR.    
Attorney At LawAttorney At LawAttorney At LawAttorney At Law    

305 Holly St., Mill Valley, CA 94941 305 Holly St., Mill Valley, CA 94941 305 Holly St., Mill Valley, CA 94941 305 Holly St., Mill Valley, CA 94941  
415415415415----389389389389----1777• jpnevinsr@yahoo.com1777• jpnevinsr@yahoo.com1777• jpnevinsr@yahoo.com1777• jpnevinsr@yahoo.com 

Estate Planning Estate Planning Estate Planning Estate Planning  
ProbateProbateProbateProbate    

Trust AdministrationTrust AdministrationTrust AdministrationTrust Administration 

HOMESTEAD HOMESTEAD HOMESTEAD HOMESTEAD     
RESIDENTRESIDENTRESIDENTRESIDENT    

Since 1976Since 1976Since 1976Since 1976    

Object Art RestorationObject Art RestorationObject Art RestorationObject Art Restoration    
& Conservation& Conservation& Conservation& Conservation    

 

Specialized in Medieval Polychrome—can 
restore even the most critical conditions 

of any kind or type of art object 
Masters Degree from Italy/Worked in San 

Francisco Museums 
 

Jantine NeuwirthJantine NeuwirthJantine NeuwirthJantine Neuwirth    
jantinesepan@mac.comjantinesepan@mac.comjantinesepan@mac.comjantinesepan@mac.com    

      
 
 
 
 
At Homestead Valley 

 

Summer Day Camp 

 

June 21—August 27 
 
 

For children entering 
grades  

K through 5 
 

(415) 388 - 0128 
www.homesteadvalley.org 
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The mission of the Homestead Valley Community Association is to enhance community for theThe mission of the Homestead Valley Community Association is to enhance community for theThe mission of the Homestead Valley Community Association is to enhance community for theThe mission of the Homestead Valley Community Association is to enhance community for the    
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On the Calendar… 

 
 
 

Next “Homestead  Walkabout” 
Saturday, August 28,  9:00 AM 
Get acquainted with Homestead 
Valley's wonderful hiking trails, get 
some exercise, and meet some of your Homestead 
neighbors. Dr. Jerry Freedman will be leading a 1 
1/2 to 2 hour leisurely paced walk. Dogs and chil-
dren are welcome. Call Jerry at 383-1270 for de-
tails and meeting place. 
Note: this hike includes a moderately strenuous 
climb to the top of Homestead Hill (approximately 
700 feet). 
 
Homestead Valley Music Festival 
Sunday, Sept. 5, 2010 
11:00 AM—5:30 PM 
Featuring “Vinyl”, “Til Dawn”, “The Nigerian 
Brothers” and “The Jazz Mavericks”.  In the 
meadow at the Homestead Valley Community 
Center.  Food and beverages available.  For more 
information, visit www.homesteadfest.org. 

Return Service Requested 

Spend Your Summer At... 

 
 
  
Homestead Valley 

 

2010 Summer Day Camp 

 

June 21—August 27, 2010  

 

For children entering grades  
K through 5 

 

Main Phone: (415) 388 - 0137 
Camp / Pool: (415) 388 - 0128 

Fax:  (415) 388 - 0150 
www.homesteadvalley.org 
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Spend Your Summer At... 

 
 
 
 
At Homestead Valley 

 

2010 Summer Day Camp 
 

June 21—August 27, 2010  
 

For children entering grades  
K through 5 

 

Main Phone: (415) 388 - 0137 
Camp / Pool: (415) 388 - 0128 

Fax:  (415) 388 - 0150 
email: info@homesteadvalley.org 

Summer Camp Tam 
June 21– August 27 

**** 
“Citizens of Camp Tam 
Creating Community” 

 
Session 1: June 21-25  The Journalist’s Guild  
Session 2: June 28-July 2     Historian’s Guild 

Session 3: July 5– 9    Conservationists Guild 
Session 4: July 12-16         The Actor’s Guild 

Session 5: July 19-23      The Scouting Guild 
Session 6: July 26– 30    The Aquatics Guild 
Session 7: Aug. 2-6           The Gaming Guild  
Session 8: Aug. 9-13           The Chef’s Guild 
Session 9: Aug. 16-20   Arts ‘n Crafts  Guild 

Session 10: Aug. 23-27 
      Enjoying The Community We’ve Created 
 

10 Weekly Themed Sessions 
Pre and Post Camp 

Half Day Sessions Available 
More info. at www.homesteadvalley.org 

Registration Info. 

 

Summer Weekly Sessions:  
Full-days—$240.00 
Half-days—$140.00 
(Half-day sessions are all am or all pm) 
Deposit:       $25.00 per session 

 

A non-refundable/non-transferable deposit of 
$25.00 for each session holds your child’s place 
at camp. It is applied to the total cost of that 
session. If you are placed on the waitlist, your 
deposit is refundable until notification of an 
opening for that session of camp. Final invoices/
weekly schedule are mailed 2 weeks prior to the 
start of each session,- balances due by 5pm one 
week prior to the first day of each session. Reg-
istration closes Thursday at 12:00 pm prior to 
each session. 

Registration forms for camp are available 
at www.homesteadvalley.org 

click on Camp Tam  - registration form at 
the bottom of the page 

Here’s How it Works… 
 

Camp runs Monday through Friday, 9am to 
4pm There will be 10 one-week sessions of 
camp.  We engage in activities that include 
daily swimming at our on-site pool, group 
games like Capture the Flag and Storm the 
Castle, and small group building time. Hiking, 
nature adventures, and of course Arts ‘n 
Crafts are also included all under the super-
vision of our great camp staff! 


